
   

 

Ask the Pastor 
 

“Why don’t Lutherans pray to Mary 
 like our Roman Catholic friends do?”  

 
First, I want to affirm Lutherans do honor the saints. In the Apology to the 
Augsburg Confession, (a statement of Lutheran Beliefs) Article 21,  
we confess: 

 “It is also taught among us that saints should be kept in 
 remembrance so that our faith may be strengthened when we see what 

grace they received and how they were sustained by faith. Moreover, their 
good works are to be an example for us, each of us in his own calling.”  

 

Lutherans give thanks for the saints as examples of God’s mercy, we       
remember them to strengthen our own faith, and we seek to imitate their 
faithful service to God.   
 

However, the Lutheran tradition has continued to affirm that Jesus Christ is 
our intercessor before God, and he can be addressed directly by any        
believer. There is no need to pray first to Mary (or any of the saints), but 
instead we are to take our prayers directly to Christ.  
 

We look to the words of Paul in his letter to Timothy,  
 

“for there is one God; there is also one mediator  
between God  and humankind, Christ Jesus,  

himself human, who gave himself  
a ransom for all.”  (1 Timothy 2:5-6) 

 

      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As Lutherans, we respect Mary, we believe she played an important role as 
the mother of Jesus, and we look to her example of faithfulness, but we 
bring our prayers of intercession to Christ, our great high priest before the 
throne of God. 
 
       Pastor Shawn O’Brien 
 

If you would like to submit a question for “Ask the Pastor”, Biblical, theological, church 

related, anything you have been dying to ask a pastor, you can hand me a note, ask me 

after church, send an e-mail, or sneak into the church after dark and anonymously slide a 

sealed envelope under my office door.  If I answer your question in print, I will not include 

your name unless you explicitly ask me to. 
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The Forerunner 
is published monthly 

by St. John Lutheran Church 
21140 W. Toledo Street 

Williston, Ohio 
Corner of Main and Toledo Street 

 
Telephone:  419-836-5514 

e-mail:  
 office@stjohnwilliston.org 

stjohnwilliston.org 
 

Pastor Shawn O’Brien 
Home Telephone:  

 419-378-1112 
pastorobrien 

@stjohnwilliston.org 
 

 Saturday Worship 
 at 5:00 PM 

 
Sunday School for the  
whole family 8:30 AM 

on the first Sunday of the Month 
through May 

 
Sunday Worship 9:45 AM 

(9:00 AM beginning June 2) 
 

Deadline for the  
June 2024 newsletter is  

Monday, May 20th at  9 AM  
Please send articles and/or 

 information to  
office@stjohnwilliston.org. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Creating and nurturing life changing  
relationships based on the love of God 
in  Jesus Christ,  so that we may grow 

in faith,  serve God and  
serve our neighbor.” 

LisaAnne Gregg  
Office Admin. 

9am—3pm   
M-T-W 

Thurs. hours       
may vary 

Office closed  
on Friday  

In Memory of Richard Phillips 
 

Carolyn Lasseter and  Marilyn Sandrock 
Thomas and Joan Truman 
Carol Vargo 
Dennis and RoseMarie Dickinson 
Darryl and Darlene Traver 
Cal & Marvel Nelson 
Alice Witt 
Margaret Berger 
Al & Traci Brown 
Richard and Shirley Crosskill 
Elaine Gruetter 
Bob and Diane Kapp 
John and Helen Meyer 
Diane Dickinson 
Larry and Nancy Strohscher 
Dennis and Cindy Hartman 
Lowell and Diane Hartman 
LaVonda & George Thiel 
 
In Memory of Katie Vogel 
 

Carolyn Lasseter and Marilyn Sandrock 
Dennis and RoseMarie Dickinson 
Elaine Gruetter 
Richard and Shirley Crosskill 
Al & Traci Brown 
Diane Dickinson 

In Memory of Ann Tschappat 
 

Carol Vargo 
Alice Witt 

 

St. John Family, 

I would like to thank my church family 

for all the prayers, cards and concerns for 

me during my time in the hospital,      

nursing home and after my emergency 

surgery.  It’s been a long road and I still 

have a way to go for a full recovery, but 

with prayers, faith and determination..I’ll 

make it. A very special thank you for Pas-

tor O’Brien for his many visits and pray-

ers and  to the Blanket ladies for my beau-

tiful quilt. I couldn’t have picked a pretti-

er one.  And thank you for Carol and Al-

ice for everything they did for my family 

and me.  I truly appreciate everything that 

was done for me..so thank you to every-

one and God bless all of you.  I couldn’t 

have made it without all of you. 

               Phyllis Haeft  

 

St John Family,  

Many thanks to our church family for the 

prayers, the food that was brought in, the 

errands that were run for us, the cards, 

flowers, visits and many other expressions 

of love shown during our surgeries and 

convalescing.  Special thanks to Pastor 

O'Brien for his prayers and kind words. 

Thanks to all for being a Blessing to us. 

We're both on the road to recovery. Ron is 

walking more each day with his new 

knee.  Diane is very slowly progressing 

with her back issues.  God's Blessings to 

all!       

                 Ron and Diane Gerkensmeyer 

As of 4/23/24 

LIFT UP THE WORD 
LIGHT UP THE WORLD 
 
National Observance  
Thursday, May 2, 2024 8 PM 
 
https://www.nationaldayofprayer.org 
or on your favorite Christian TV network 
or radio station.   

Follow Us! 

     

https://www.facebook.com/NatlPrayer
https://twitter.com/NatlPrayer
https://www.instagram.com/natlprayer/
https://www.nationaldayofprayer.org/articles/rss.xml?hsLang=en
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The “Blanket Ladies” gather   every 

week to make quilts on Tuesday 
mornings at 9:00 am. 

Bed sheets (Queen size) are  
 needed for quilt backings.  

Donations may be left in the  
box outside the church office. 

Come join us!   
You only need to know                          

how to tie a knot  
and the coffee is always on! 

 

Circle and Board Meetings- May 2024 

 

ESTHER CIRCLE:   Tuesday, May 7th at 2:00 PM 
     Bible Study:   Jan Sheahan 
   
REBEKAH CIRCLE: Tuesday, May 7th at  7:00 p.m. 
     Bible Study:    Group discussion 

A $1 million campaign for Katie’s Fund 
Katharina von Bora Luther was a practical and bold woman of 
faith. Through Katie’s Fund, Women of the ELCA honors her 
life by supporting global connections, leadership development 
and living theology.  2122 is a $1 million campaign for     
Katie’s Fund that is designed to support the organization into 
the next 100 years of mission and ministry. Learn ways you 
can support the campaign by visiting  
                      https://  www.womenoftheelca.org. 

St. John Prayer Chain is there for you…. 
“Whatever you ask for in prayer with faith,  you will receive.”   Matthew 21:22 

When there is illness, a special need, or a time of thanksgiving in your family, or among 
friends or neighbors, you may wish to ask for the prayers of your sisters and brothers  at 
St. John.   If such a need arises,  call Pastor O'Brien (cell phone 419-378-1112), Margaret 

Berger (419-340-2150) or the church office (419-836-5514) who will begin the prayer 
chain.  Prayers are sent out by phone message and by email. Please keep your message to 
the minimum to avoid any errors in passing it on.  Please contact the church office if you 

would like to be added to this  wonderful ministry!    Thank you! 

In Loving Memory of Richard Phillips  
November 29, 1948 - April 13, 2024 

Richard R. Phillips, 75, of Curtice, Ohio, passed away unexpectedly on 
Saturday, April 13, 2024.  
He was born in Oregon, Ohio on November 29, 1948, to Elmer &  
Lucielle (Davis) Phillips. He was a graduate of Clay High School, class 
of 1966. He served proudly In the U.S. Navy from February 1969,  
until November  1971, during the Vietnam War and served on the 
USS Gridley.  Richard married Janet M. (Vogtsberger) on August 16, 
1975, and they were married for 17 years, until her passing away on  

March 18, 1992. He was blessed to find love again, and married Jane (Bowser) on 
June 12, 2004, and she survives. Richard was a railroad man his entire career serving 
in many positions. He retired in 2008, as a Tower Operator for CSX in the Walbridge 
Yard after 41 years. Richard was a dedicated brother, husband, father, and papa,   
valuing above all else, the time he spent with his family and friends. . Richard was 
active at St. John Lutheran Church in Williston, Ohio, donating of his time and talents 
for whatever needed done.  He is survived by his wife, Jane, three children, Carrie & 
(Eric) Karlene, Matthew & (Christine) Phillips, Kelly & (Brad) Hickman, two stepdaugh-
ters, Christa & (Mark) Havel, Erica & (Brent) Celso, his nine grandchildren, and sisters, 
Marilyn Brossia and  Jeanette & (Walt) Humberger.   The services were private with 
interment at Allen Township Cemetery. Donations can be made to the Luther Home 
of Mercy or St. John Lutheran Church, Williston, Ohio 

On Sunday, April 21st,  
we welcomed 

Natalie Renee Orians  
into the family of Christ 
through Holy Baptism. 

She is the daughter  
of Rob and Kristen Orians.   

Her sponsors are  
Blair and Sarah Skilliter 

 
Welcome Natalie! 

  
 May God Bless You and 

Keep You Always.   
 

https://www.womenoftheelca.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/IFfill.pdf
https://www.womenoftheelca.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/IFfill.pdf
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Online giving is now available  at St. John. 
Simply visit our web site at www.stjohnwillistion.org  

and click on the “online giving”  
link at the top of the page. 

 Not online?   See LisaAnne in the office to set up an account 
or fill out an “Authorization Form”  and return it to the office. 

For years, St. John Williston has been dedicated to ELCA 
World Hunger.  Want to give more?  You can give any-
time!  Just make your check out to St. John and we will 

make sure your blessing is passed along!  Or, you can give 
to ELCA World Hunger online on our website!!  

For 50 years we have joined together 
 as Lutherans to address the root causes of hunger 

and poverty around the world through 
ELCA World Hunger. 

Part of our church’s long tradition of meeting human needs, ELCA 
World Hunger testifies to our hope for and commitment to God’s 

promise of a time when we will hunger and thirst no more. In 2024 
we will commemorate the 50th anniversary of this ministry. We 

have made great strides, but once again we face a 
startling increase in global hunger. As we reflect on our last 50 

years of ministry together, we know God calls us to respond to the 
needs of the world now more than ever. Will you join us? 

Congratulations to our 2024 
Scholarship Recipients 

at St. John. 
 

2024 Younker 
 Memorial Scholarship 

 

Anna Sommers 
Andy Kessler 

 
 

2024  Carol and Robert Tank 
 Memorial Scholarship 

2024 Earl Johnson  
Memorial Scholarship 

2024 Martin & Phyllis Parks  
Memorial Scholarship 

 
Sophia Cashen 
Aidan O’Brien 

Payton Donnelly 
 
 
 

Let us pray,  
Lord, help our students face their tasks with 

calmness, confidence, and courage; with       
wisdom, faithfulness, and honesty; that they 

may do justice both to themselves and to their 
professors, and set forth your glory, who       

yourself are wisdom and truth, and the giver of 
knowledge and of every virtue and good gift in 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
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   News around St. John! 

 

May 5th  
 We will gather following  

Sunday worship (11:00ish)  
and have pizza while we watch! 

  We welcome anyone to join us. If you miss an    
episode or need to catch up, you can find the show at 

https://www.angel.com/watch/the-chosen    

 McDonalds Breakfast 

Join us for breakfast and fellowship at the Northwood McDonald’s on    
Wednesdays.  We will gather starting at 7:00 AM and if you are available, we 

would like to invite you to stop by and have breakfast                                            
with your St. John friends.  

Will you STEP UP??    
Volunteers needed for VBS!  

St. John Vacation Bible School 
 will be held June 3-7 from 9-noon. 

 Adults and kids 6th grade and older needed to 
lead groups, run crafts, music, snacks, and 

games,  
help with opening and closing.  
Please contact Stefanie Hill at 

shill@stjohnwilliston.org  
or Deanna Neuman at dneu-
man2@stjohnwilliston.org.  

Service hours can be earned! Vacation Bible School is Coming! 

Our last Sunday School for the 
whole family (before summer 

break) will be held on  
Sunday, May 5th at 8:30 AM 

Come join the fun!   
We will have Bible lessons, 

crafts, music and more! 
Invite a friend! 

mailto:shill@stjohnwilliston.org
mailto:dneuman2@stjohnwilliston.org
mailto:dneuman2@stjohnwilliston.org
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Dear Friends in Christ, 

No Farm, No Food.  This popular statement is most certainly true.  In Northwestern Ohio 

farming is a way of life for many who sit in the pews of area Lutheran Churches.  We want 

to honor and celebrate this important work. Without local farms and farmers our lives 

would be held hostage by huge corporate conglomerates that look out for their own bot-

tom line, not the well-being of consumers.   

 How can the church assist farmers during the planting season?  Rogation Days is 

an ancient church blessing of farms, farm animals, and farm equipment, around the time 

of Ascension Day, which is 40 days after Easter.  Starting in Europe during the time of the 

Reformation, church leaders would bless the ground, and animals that would provide the 

food at the fall harvest. Many of our congregations celebrate Harvest days in the fall; we 

should also do the same at the beginning of the cycle of planting, growing, and feeding 

what will produce that harvest in the fall. 

 We have heard from one church member, “my grandfather never planted a seed   

until after Ascension Day.”  This idea certainly comes from the European tradition of           

Rogation Days.  While times have changed and planting is dictated by different metrics, 

receiving the gift of God’s blessing, for the creation of food for God’s people, is a metric 

that is timeless.  The pastors of the North Central Conference would like to join        

together to present the first annual Rogation Days festival. 

 Teams of pastors and lay leaders will travel around our conference to different farms 

which desire to receive a blessing of fields, livestock, and equipment.  We will not take too 

much of your valuable time.  The dates for the rogation blessings will be May 6,7, and 8.  

Times will be determined by the interest generated.  Please sign up with your Pastor. 
  

Thursday May 9
th

, 2024 is Ascension Day.  Our Conference Dean 

Pastor Shawn O’Brien would like to invite everyone to a special    

dinner and worship service at Solomon Lutheran church in       

Woodville Ohio.  The start time for the dinner will be 6:00 PM with 

worship starting at 7:30.  

                          Please set some time away from your work to join 

                          us for a time of blessing, renewal. 

 
Yours in Christ, Co-chairs of the Festival, 
 
Pastor Alan Brown                Pastor Bob Noble 
Solomon Lutheran Church    Calvary and Christ Lutheran 

There will be a sign 
up  sheet near  
Pastor O’Brien’s  

office door. 
Sign up today! 

North Central Conference-Northwestern Ohio Synod, ELCA 

Rogation Days 2024 
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With your generosity, we will have enough music to enjoy                
through the summer and we’Ll be able to make gifts to fill  

elca’S God's Global Barnyard.   
These gifts will be used where it is needed most to support ELCA WORLD 

HUNGER  livestock, agriculture and other sustainable development projects, 
which help farmers and families with the resources  

they need to SURVIVE AND THRIVE.   
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May  

Stewardship  

Because of God’s Great Mercy 
“But you are a chosen race, a royal 

priesthood,  a holy nation,  
God’s own people” 

– I Peter 2:9 
God’s mercy comes to you in countless ways. Our 

Lord Jesus is chief among these. It is through the love and for-
giveness that is ours in our Lord Jesus that we can boldly claim to be 
God’s own people – not because of what we have done, but be-

cause of what God has done for us through his only Son.  

God’s mercy also comes to you in many other ways. Among these 
are the material possessions you enjoy. They are gifts from God, but 
more than this, they are entrusted to you by God. The Bible teaches 
us that everything belongs to God. To be a steward is to be entrust-
ed to care for some of what God owns in this world. That steward is 

you, entrusted to care for all that God has placed in your hands. 

Because of God’s great mercy, we marvel at all we have received. 

Because of God’s great mercy, we think about how we will respond. 
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Adult 
 Helpers 

Needed Too! 

2024 VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL AT ST JOHN! 

June 3-7  9am to Noon 
Welcome to Seekers in Sneakers: Discover Jesus!, an interactive Vacation Bible 

School where children use their investigative skills to discover Jesus.  
Geocaching activities will challenge children to dig into the Bible to find the way to 
Jesus.  This journey of discovery has many twists and turns, so children will learn to 
ask questions, work with others, shine their light in the world, follow Jesus’ example 

of serving others, and trust Jesus when things go wrong.  
Through worship and drama, Bible study, art and science explorations, and active 
games, children are invited to follow the example and teachings of Jesus in every 

place and every part of life.  
So grab your water bottle, your Bible, and your friends,  

because this is going to be a great adventure!  

Lace up your sneakers and join us!    It’s FUN!   It’s FREE 
We have snacks!  Invite your friends!! 

 

Sign up on line at www.stjohnwilliston.org  
or use the registration page and turn it in to the office!!  

Adults and kids 6th grade and older needed to lead groups, run crafts, music, snacks, and 
games, help with opening and closing.  Please contact Stefanie Hill at shill@stjohnwilliston.org  

or Deanna Neuman at dneuman2@stjohnwilliston.org.  
Service hours can be earned! 

mailto:shill@stjohnwilliston.org
mailto:dneuman2@stjohnwilliston.org


 10 

 



 11 

 

 

 
 
 
 

This young man has been instructed in the Christian faith and desires 
to make public Affirmation of his Baptism…We will join him in the  

Affirmation of Baptism on Sunday, May 19, 2024 at 9:45 am 

2024: The Year of Rest  
Memory Verse 

"So then, a sabbath 
rest still remains for 
the people of God"  

Hebrews 4:9 

Parents:  Matthew and Melissa Hays 
Sponsors:  Amanda Marsh and Ericha Harrold 
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Thank you for serving the Lord!  If you cannot make your    
assignment, please make  arrangements for a replacement 
then let the office know as soon as possible. Thank you!   

      
    Worship Assistants       Worship Assistants 

Saturdays 5:00pm Sundays 9:45am 

Ushers Ushers 

4– Jack Mathews 5-Jim Vogelbacher 

11– Donnelly Family 12-Diana Pfaff 

18-Buhrow Family 19-The Titgemeyer’s 

25– Ron Gerkensmeyer 26-Jill Kao 

  

Lectors Lectors 

4– LisaAnne 5-Cebie Titgemeyer 

11– Nancy Strohscher 12-Melissa Lammers 

18-Tracy Orians 19– Tim Titgemeyer 

25-Beverly Harder 26-Kellie Ulrich 
  

Acolytes Acolytes 

4-Nolan Delventhal 5- Logan Hays 

11-Liam Delventhal 12- Logan Hays 

18-Jacob Higginbotham  19– Lauren Hoeft 

25-Nolan Delventhal 25-Mila McQueary 
    

Communion Communion 

4-Nancy Strohscher 5-Diana Pfaff 

11– Carol Vargo 12-Tim Titgemeyer 

18-JoElaine Schimming 19–  Margaret Berger 

25-Al & Traci Brown 26– Roland Sandrock 

  

Saturdays 5:00pm Sundays 9:00 am 

Ushers Ushers 

1–  Donnelly Family 2-Titgemeyer’s 

8– Buhrow Family 9-Jim Vogelbacher 

15-Jack Mathews 16-Diana Pfaff 

22– Ron Gerkensmeyer 23-Jill Kao 

29-Donnelly Family 30-Titgemeyer’s 

Lectors Lectors 

1– Nancy Strohscher 2-Jill Kao 

8– Sandra Toth 9-Deanna Neuman 

15-Beverly Harder 16– Diana Pfaff 

22-Amy Schloegl 23-Melissa Lammers 

29-Christine Danhoff 30-Cebie Titgemeyer 

Acolytes Acolytes 

1-Liam Delventhal 2–Mila McQueary 

8-Jacob Higginbotham  9–Lauren Hoeft 

15-Nolan Delventhal 16–Mila McQueary 

22-Liam Delventhal 23-Lauren Hoeft 

29-Jacob Higginbotham  30-Mila McQueary 

Communion Communion 

1-No Communion 2-No Communion 

8– Alice Witt 9-Dave Neuman 

15-JoElaine Schimming 16– Kellie Ulrich 

22-Al & Traci Brown 23– Pam LaRue 

29-LisaAnne G.  30-Roland Sandrock 
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St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church 
21140 W. Toledo Street 
P. O. Box 235 
Williston, Ohio  43468-0235 
 
Volume 712 Issue 337 
May 2024 

Pastor Shawn O’Brien 
419-378-1112 cell ph 

 
E-mail address: 

pastorobrien@stjohnwilliston.org 
 

Church Office  
LisaAnne Gregg 

Office Administrator 

Church:  419-836-5514 
E-mail address: 

office@stjohnwilliston.org 
 
 

*Visit us on Facebook 

 

  
Worship Hours at St. John 
Saturday Contemporary Worship  5:00 PM 
Sunday Traditional Worship 9:45 AM (Sept-May) 
**Sunday Worship at 9 AM beginning June 2nd! 

Our Seven Faith Practices 
I will strive to… 
1. PRAY daily     
2. WORSHIP weekly 
3. READ and study the Bible 
4. SERVE at and beyond St. John  
5. INVITE others into a loving                             
    relationship with Jesus 
6. GIVE of my time, talents, and resources 
7. ENCOURAGE spiritual growth in others  


